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EIGHT BEST COMPRESSORS FOR ELECTRIC GUITARS IN 2020

Standout compressors for your next stompbox squeeze.
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Searching for a compressor to add to your rig can be pretty tricky, what with the endless options, from cheap
and cheerful stompboxes to pro-level units. To make things a little easier for you, we’ve come up with a
quick — albeit varied — list of eight contenders. Any one of these would be a sound choice for your latest
stompbox squeeze.

ThorpyFX Fat General

Released back in 2018, the Fat General marked the start of what has become a glorious collaboration between
Adrian Thorpe and Lovetone’s Dan Coggins. While the pair have since released a bunch of brilliant pedals,
the Fat General remains one of our favourite compressors.
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Based on the Dinosaural OTC-201, this is a dual-mode compressor with plenty of functionality. Blend is the
subtler of the two and while its effect on dynamics is pretty minimal, it makes everything sound just a little
bit better with added presence and thickness. Juicy, on the other hand, is meant for some serious squishing
action and will require a dash of restraint on the controls to keep your tone sounding natural.

Lists for £219. Read our review of the Thorpy FX Fat General.

Wampler Ego Compressor

Image: Wampler
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Widely regarded as one of the best new compressors in the business, Wampler’s Ego Compressor brings new
levels of control to the Ross/Dyna Comp style of compression with the inclusion of an ingenious blend knob.

With the ability to cover all types of compression, from country squish to tube sag and studio-grade parallel
compression, the Ego ensures your playing dynamics are retained without colouring your tone. With
comprehensive controls and a tonal purity thanks to its OTA compression circuit, you’ll be hard-pressed to

find another pedal that works just as well as an ‘always-on’ effect as it does a traditional squeeze box.

Lists for £172.

Walrus Audio Deep Six V3
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Image: Walrus Audio

Walrus Audio is known for the uncompromising quality of its products, and the Deep Six V3 is no exception.
If you’re thinking of heading into a studio to record, this could be a vital tool in your kit bag. In a nutshell,
Walrus Audio has created an elegant, studio-quality compressor in a pedal format with the Deep Six V3.
Whether it’s elevating an underwhelming pickup or pushing an overdrive pedal up a notch, this pedal will
help you get the most out of your rig.

Lists for £179. Read our review of the Walrus Deep Six V3.

Origin Effects Cali76 Compact Deluxe
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Cali76

STUDIO GRADE * CLASS A - LOW NOISE

Image: Origin Effects

Origin Effects has handily created an impressively convincing tribute to the classic UREI 1176 studio
compressor in the form of the Cali76. With miniaturised components and stacked circuit boards, the Cali
manages to deliver Class-A circuitry and low-noise transistors, for true FET compression. It can run at nine
or 18 volts, with the latter recommended for greater headroom, and features an added ‘Dry’ knob for even
more tweakability. It’s an outstanding compressor that seems to work with you rather than against you and
almost every time you switch it off, it’s to the detriment of your tone.

Lists for £259.

Diamond CPR-1 Compressor
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Image: Diamond Pedals

Diamond’s goal when creating its 2004 guitar compressor was to emulate a studio vocal channel for the six-
string: a ‘guitar channel’ with dynamics and simple tone-shaping tools to front your signal chain. The EQ
knob is extremely versatile, musically shifting frequency balance and allowing you to tailor your sound to
your guitar more accurately. The optical compression is smooth and organic, so much so that Diamond has
even made a Jr version, a version for audiophiles called the SE, and an affordable version of the SE called the
SL. Also, it’s yellow. Gloriously yellow.

Lists for £185.

Fender Compugilist
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If you’re worried about a compressor pedal taking up vital real estate on your already busy pedalboard, then
the Compugilist may be right up your alley. Cramming both a compressor and a distortion effect into one
pedalboard-friendly chassis, this pedal is as functional as it is sleek. Both analog effects are also
independently switchable, which means you can use them stacked or by themselves. Even with all this
functionality, controls on the Compugilist are easy to use. And as an added feature for live performers,
Fender has included LED-backlit knobs in the design for easy tweaking on a dark stage.

Lists for £129. Read our review of the Fender Compugilist.

Becos Comp IQ Pro Stella
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PRO COMPRESSION

Image: Becos

With its comprehensive set of controls, the Stella looks like it belongs in the cockpit of an F-16 fighter jet
rather than on a pedalboard. This is the result of an ambitious effects maker trying to fit a VCA compressor
into a pedal format — and succeeding. Regular control parameters like ratio, threshold, attack, release and
gain aside, this little pedal has a few tricks up its sleeve that warrant the ‘Pro’ in its name.

These include a side chain filter with three selectable options — Normal, Low and Deep — and a Tilt EQ
control. The former lets lower frequencies through without triggering the compressor too quickly, while the
latter can be used to boost treble and cut bass or vice versa, around a pivot point that can be set to either
1kHz or 330Hz. With these features and a couple of others, this Romanian stomper presents an unrivalled
amount of compression control in a pedal format. Learn more about it in our full review.

Lists for £223. Read our review of the Becos Comp IQ Pro Stella.

Keeley Electronics Aria

With the Keeley Aria, you get two of the brand’s most popular effects in one pedal: the Keeley compressor
circuit and the Keeley Red Dirt Overdrive. Key to this pedal is the ability to tweak the signal chain of the
effects. You can place the compressor before or after the overdrive, and even place another effect between
the two via TRS insert cables. On the compressor side of things, the Aria has level, sustain and blend controls
with a smaller rotary tone control for dialling in more brightness. Over on the overdrive side, it features
level, drive and tone controls with a toggle switch for a high- or low-gain setting. Overall, the Aria is a pro-
level compressor, combining two classy pedals in one with a useful order-flipping option.
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Lists for £199. Read our review of the Keeley Aria.

To find out more about compression and how it works in a guitar setup, check out our guide on the effect here.

Advertisement

TAGGED TOPICS

Effects Utility

Remember Tiger Woods' Ex-wife? Try Not To Gasp When You See Her Now

Appurse | Sponsored

Getting this Treasure is impossible! Prove us wrong!

Hero Wars | Sponsored

These Twins Were Named "Most Beautiful In The World,” Wait Till You See Them Today

Appurse | Sponsored

If You Like to Play, this Strategy Game is Addictive

Forge of Empires - Free Online Game | Sponsored

The Must-Play City Building Game of the Year

Forge of Empires - Free Online Game

Jorge Garcia Is So Skinny Now And Looks Gorgeous — We Can’t Stop Staring

Healthy George

At 75, Tom Selleck And His Partner Are Still Together

InvestmentGuru | Sponsored


https://guitar.com/review/effects-pedal/keeley-el-rey-dorado-aria/
https://guitar.com/guides/essential-guide/all-about-compression/
https://guitar.com/tag/effect-pedals/
https://guitar.com/tag/utility/
https://www.appurse.com/articles/see-what-tiger-woods-ex-looks-like-now.html?utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=4044834&utm_content=2887100520#tblciGiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDe0T8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:below-article%20|%20Card%201:
https://hero-wars.com/?hl=en&l=loot&l=loot&m=registration&nx_source=adx_taboola.hw_wb_u5_-.cc-ww_en.au-mix.cr-newloot36.lp-loot.dt-taboola.cid-5617050.agid-2916336854.pt-1255789.csd-240720.-&tblci=GiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDlwUc#tblciGiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDlwUc
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:below-article%20|%20Card%202:
https://www.appurse.com/articles/a-couple-gave-birth-to-beautiful-twins-see-what-they-are-up-to-now.html?utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=3512629&utm_content=2864276800#tblciGiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDe0T8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:below-article%20|%20Card%202:
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/?ref=tab_row_en_mktdet2&&external_param=235914721&pid=bandlab-guitar&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F34ae3d8438b9f0684092dd84dd25fdb9.jpeg&tblci=GiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDJqD8#tblciGiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDJqD8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:below-article%20|%20Card%203:
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/?ref=tab_row_en_mktdet3&&external_param=101133223&pid=bandlab-guitar&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F23fe286bb2ac79635591d388aebefab8.jpeg&tblci=GiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDJqD8#tblciGiB6oBLkNv4Y0Z256JfFmYpiii4EvKb69DPvOHraxjp_0yDJqD8
https://healthygeorge.com/weight-loss/celebrities-lost-weight-jg?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=bandlab-guitar&utm_campaign=5627071&utm_term=Jorge+Garcia+Is+So+Skinny+Now+And+Looks+Gorgeous+%E2%80%93+We+Can%E2%80%99t+Stop+Staring&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F5136b73b6975b2faa2f69dbb77414565.jpg
https://investmentguru.com/trending/meet-better-halves-successful-celebrities/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=bandlab-guitar&utm_campaign=4207749&utm_term=At+75%2C++Tom+Selleck+And+His+Partner+Are+Still+Together&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fde021fd53a2d06a480422fcbd701322d.jpg
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=bandlab-guitar&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:below-article%20|%20Card%205:

