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Tube Hybrid Guitar Amp

TEXAS-SIZE TONE

The Tx-Watt Amp Tube Hybrid

ew from Tx-Watt Amps, the Tube

Hybrid is a 100-watt amp about the
sizeofalarge effects pedal and w eighing a
shade over four pounds. The name comes
from the circuitry, which utilizes a pair of
12ZAX7 tubes in its preamp
and a solid-state Class-D
amp in the power stage

Tested through a 2x12
Marshall cabinet with the
amp's four switches {Gain,
Low, Blid 1, and Mid 2) all in the “Ameri-
can” mode and with Preamp and Gain at
about 12 o'clock, the unit produced David
Gilmour-gsque tones through a vintage
Strat, with just-right compression and
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remarkable responsiveness to pick attack,
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Turning wp the Preamp and Gain
resulted in overdrive similar to a vintage
Tubi Screamer — warm and usable without
seeming fizey or shrill. With a reissue Les
Paul, inpul sensitivity again wasapparent;
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Price: £1,495
Wi - wiatt.com

great tones different from those we got
with the Strat. By emploving the “British™
maodes, the overall sound became slightly
warmer, with more-noticeable midrange,
while a combo of British and American
settings produced unique-
but-usable sounds.

Another unique feature
% a Gain control with four
settings ranging from barely
overdriven toheavier distor-
tion, all interacting in various ways with
the Gain and Preamp sections. Cranking
the Preamp and using the hottest Gain
stage produced an extreme rectifier-like
gain sure to please the hardest of metal
heads,

The Tube Hybrid also responded well 1o
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to over-compress, as some tube heads do.
With its 110- and 220-valt options, it can
be usied worldwide. With its tone-shaping
togehe for “British ™ and “American” sounds,
it'san exceptionally flexible modern guitar
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Price: $209
www. becosfx.com

SQUEEZE
PLAY

The Becos ComplQ Mini
One Compressor

A"'”“l"”‘""""'r can tame a wild signal o
offer that timeless squeeze for funky
texiures.

Unlike top-end/studio compressors, the
Becos Compl) Mini One brings simplicity
tor the game, with just four controls. Ratio is
the amount of compression applied to your
sigmal, Trom very light (allowing dynamicsto
shine through) to maximum limiting ( low
dynamics, but total control over volume
fluctuations). As Ratio is dialed up, it's
normal to lose volume, but the Gain can
“make up” for lost levels. The Sensitivity
button lets you choose the threshold for
weakorstrong pickups, and Wet/ Dy blends
dry signal with compressed output, The
hard-knee compression is handled by the
THAT 4320 Analog Engine chip.

Plugged in, the ComplQ Mini One is
stone-simple to wse. The 9 to 12 oclock
settings arc great for restraining electric,
acoustic, and bass dynamics, particularly
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soreffects like the clean funk lines of "Billie
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Mo matter how you set it, the Mini One
is a fine little box that does a lot of work,
adding a professional sheen toyour live and
studio tone while frecing up pedalboard
spaceand offering set-it-and-forget-it opera
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BRITISH STYLES

The Morgan MVP66 Head

BI'Il'.'hl'I tube amps from the late "60s and
warly “70s pushed electric guilar tones to
the edge and inspired new sounds that lad
the foundations for modern rock, Owver the
yeirs, many amp builders have copied o
tweaked these circuils to give us their takes
on the glorious tube tones from that era.

since 1996, Joe Morgan has been making
his mark as a talented amp builder, and the
Morgan MVP66 15 his umigue version of
classic British tone.

The S0-watt MV P66 is available as a 1x12
combo and stand-alone head, We got our
hands on the latter and through a semi-
open-back 1x12 cab and closed-back 2x12,
the KTo6tubesdelivered thick, harmonically
rich tone that screamed Cream-era Clapton;

GATOR CASES FRET MUTES

Gator Cases Fret Mutes give play-
ers the aption o supprass ovartones
and sympathetic resonance of open
strings. They're available in four sizes

and to fit an array of neck widths, from
four-string basses to 12-string basses
and othar oversized instruments.

with plenty of gain on tap and a footswitch
able boost, theres no nesd for a pedal o
push theamp intosaturation. Just like classic
ITM amps, the Morgan is
voced 1@ be muids-forsand
with the perfect dyvmamic
range for guitar, regardless
ol where the Tone controls
are set. The MV also cleans
up nicely when you back off
the guitar’s Volume, giving a punchy classic
crunch for thythm. For players who need
miore chime and presence, the amp's Gain
has a pull-pot Bright feature — once pulled,

turning down the guitar's Volume reveals
chimey clean tones.
Though the MV P66isapowerful amplifier,

G, ARIN’ UP

GUITAR TRAP
STRING SLING
The Guitar Trap String
Sling is a string
cover and clean-
ing clath that can
also be used as
a strap. Made
from a phush
microfiber and
elastic, it also
has a built-in
pick pouch,

Price: $1,999 (haad);
52,199 {combal
WWWNLMArganamps. cam

the varialkle E'-ll'.'.rrlz"-.'u, | ot rol ean take YL
fromn 500 watts down o ome, or anyi |'|i|'|5-: in
between, With the Power control at its lomesi
--.'I1i||_!-'.. vialume is reduced considerahly. The
tome becomes slightly furzy and loses some
punchanddynamics, but overall it maintains
mast of the tone of the fully cranked amip.
More punch and dyvnamics become apparent
as the control is turned up.

he fromt panel has stan
dard Bass, Mids=, Treble, and
Gain comtrods along with a
Volume and the aforemen-
tioned Power level conirod.
The Boost function also has
adedicated omsoffswitchand
Level controd on the back panel.

['he MVPBE6 is an amp vou don't just hear,
but feel. With its thick, bouncy low-end,
singing vocal mids, and smooth, creamy
highs, Morgan nails the classic British tone
players have been praising for decades. -
Charlie Wilkins
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WALRUS AUDID IRON HORSE
Walrus Audio’s Iron Horse distortion is a
true bypass/high-gain padal with contralks
for Level, Tone, Distortion, and SiLED to
bend symmetrical silicon and diode clip
ping. It operates on 3-volt 100-mA power.
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